
 

Newsletter February 2026

Dear Friends,

It's Scholarship season! The Foundation is excited to announce
our annual scholarship application window opens on February
9th, the first day of the 2026 spring semester.

This year, 205 scholarships will be offered, up from 193 last year,
totaling more than $142,000 in awards. It is our goal to increase
the number of students who apply to our scholarship program
this year.

﻿As always, we are grateful to our scholarship donors, both new
and returning, who donate so generously so that we can
continue to reward LAVC students who excel academically.
Thank you in particular to our Board members who support
scholarships: Board Chair Tony Quiroga, Secretary Sharon J.
Udkoff, Elaine Baylor, Rickey Gelb, and Richard Miller via the
Rotary Club of Greater Van Nuys. We could not do this without
you!

You can learn more about the impact of LAVC Scholarships in
the infographic below. If you are interested in supporting an
LAVC Scholarship, please visit our website here, or email the
Foundation's Development Officer Ronya Waters at
watersre@lavc.edu.

Thank you to all of the donors who make this possible!

Sincerely,

Andrea Schmitt
Executive Director

https://www.greatervannuysrotary.org/
mailto:watersre@lavc.edu


Featured Faculty:
Media Arts Chair Chad Sustin

Chad Sustin, Chair of LAVC Media Arts Department

Chad Sustin is very familiar with Valley Glen. He attended nursery
school across the street from Los Angeles Valley College and
attended Grant High School next door.

Professor Sustin’s love for film began in 1983 when he watched
E.T. in a theater with his mother, and felt so deeply moved that he
knew he wanted to help others feel that kind of emotion through
art. He began making movies with his sister and friends on his
Fisher Price PXL 2000 camera, continued making films with
friends though high school, then went on to college, working in
production and development, with most of his experience in
postproduction. Before becoming a full-time professor, he taught
part-time while working at Technicolor on Sunset and Gower as a
broadcast producer, helping complete the finishing process for
television shows. Even while putting fifty or sixty hours a week in
the industry, his mind kept returning to his classes, always thinking
about how to bring what he did on professional projects into the
classroom. He was later introduced to then Media Arts Chair Eric
Swelstad, and their shared love of film and vision for the program
made it clear that LAVC was where he wanted to be. He started as



a Project MATCH intern in 2010, then taught as an adjunct until
2016 when he joined the department full time.

Today, Professor Sustin is very proud of LAVC's Media Arts
program. It offers a strong foundation in filmmaking and introduces
students to various career pathways including cinematography,
editing and color grading, producing, directing, screenwriting,
visual effects, sound design, and its newest area of focus, virtual
production. Due to significant growth, student showcases have
increased from one event a year to three, as there are simply too
many films to share in one night. 

Looking ahead, Professor Sustin is both grateful and ambitious.
His next dream is to see industry partners bring their productions
into the college's new Valley Academic and Cultural Center, rent
stages and labs, and work alongside Valley students, so that they
can gain direct experience follow their dreams into Hollywood.

Estate Planning Seminar
New York Life Financial
Specialists Ashley Gaynor and
Rosemary Laughrin joined Oak
Crest Law Group Managing
Attorney Edward Cainglit for the
Foundation's second annual
Estate Planning seminar on
January 22nd. The lively
discussion covered wills, trusts,
probate, life insurance policies,
annuities and much more.
Thank you to all who attended!

2025 Scholarships at a Glance

https://www.lavc.edu/campus-life/events/2026/2/19/valley-academic-and-cultural-center-ribbon-cutting-ceremony
https://www.newyorklife.com/marketing/sales/term-life-b?tid=1939&cmpid=kncb%3Acdg%3Agoogle%3Abrand&gclsrc=aw.ds&s_kwcid=AL%2111384%213%21781523694690%21e%21%21g%21%21new+york+life+insurance&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23211069052&gclid=Cj0KCQiAyvHLBhDlARIsAHxl6xpNaYHi9o51-8OzVDKpRfcqijaD9ojCH3scc840c-y3-pesxXhgupwaAuzkEALw_wcB&adobe_mc_sdid=SDID%3D6EA43DA768DFB89E-17B1CC196FEB4485%7CMCORGID%3DA0F6525A5492CD900A4C98C6%40AdobeOrg%7CTS%3D1769798262&adobe_mc_ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://oakcrestlaw.com/
https://oakcrestlaw.com/


February Ribbon Cuttings

Valley Academic Hall



Join Los Angeles Community College President Dr. Barry
Gribbons, LAVC Faculty and Staff as we celebrate the opening of
Valley Academic Hall on Friday, February 6th! This building is the
new home of the Business Administration, CSIS, Emergency
Services, Math, Psychology, and Sociology/Ethnic Studies
departments. The link to RSVP is here.

Valley Academic and Cultural
Center

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=GiZxC19JqU6ZEdqES5QC732CqKAxjiRLrNV-8tkLTkRUOFZSTlVDVUFUMDdaSFhFWEpDUU1VQ0VaUy4u&route=shorturl


Join Los Angeles Community College Chancellor Dr. Alberto
Roman, Los Angeles Valley College President Dr. Barry Gribbons,
and Media Arts & Design leadership and staff as we celebrate the
opening of the Valley Academic and Cultural Center on Thursday,
February 19th! The building will serve as an arts hub for the LAVC
and greater community.
The link to RSVP is here.

Los Angeles Valley College (LAVC) is a two-year community
college in Valley Glen, CA and part of the nine-college Los
Angeles Community College District. It serves a student body
of over 18,000 students each year from some of the most
disenfranchised communities in the San Fernando Valley. The
Los Angeles Valley College Foundation’s  mission is
to  enhance the education of its students  through community
involvement and  to  provide additional financial resources to
Los Angeles Valley College.

Donate to the LAVC Foundation

It's now easier than ever to support the Foundation
with a gift of stock or via a Donor Advised Fund!

﻿For more information, please click here.

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=GiZxC19JqU6ZEdqES5QC732CqKAxjiRLrNV-8tkLTkRUM0xMWjcyRk9CQjU5VlI2TUhYTVVPN0c3Qy4u&route=shorturl
https://lavcfoundation.org/donations/
https://donatestock.com/the-los-angeles-valley-college-foundation


Thank you to our President's Circle Member:

Get the latest news and highlights by following us on social
media. 

      

Los Angeles Valley College Foundation | 5800 Fulton Avenue (818) 947-2619 | Valley Glen, CA 91401 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-los-angeles-valley-college-foundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-los-angeles-valley-college-foundation/
https://www.instagram.com/lavc_foundation/
https://www.instagram.com/lavc_foundation/
https://www.facebook.com/LAVCFoundation
https://www.facebook.com/LAVCFoundation
https://kvcm.live/
https://kvcm.live/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=softerwarebundle&nav=2696f1ca-40bc-4b92-892a-efa8b2c391c7
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=softerwarebundle&nav=2696f1ca-40bc-4b92-892a-efa8b2c391c7

